LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT FOR MESSIAH/COMPLEX

The lands we reside on as a country hold the stories and songs of Indigenous Peoples from time
immemorial. These ancestral connections precede the work you are going to see here, both in language
and place. The singers, filmmakers and Toronto Symphony Orchestra, along with Against the Grain
Theatre, have come together from across these Indigenous lands to share this production of
Messiah/Complex with you and yours. We are acutely aware of the contradictions Messiah brings,
especially considering the Indigenous singers and co-creators that have taken part. The erasure of
Indigenous languages by generations of cultural undoing is being reclaimed by some of the soloists you
will hear sing. It not only shows their resilience but their generosity. Against the Grain Theatre
acknowledges these erasures as atrocities that happened all across this country and are still happening.
Reparation is a long road ahead that we are walking on with responsibility and acknowledgment.

Against the Grain Theatre acknowledges that it resides on the traditional territory of many nations,
including the Mississaugas of the Credit, the Anishnabeg, the Chippewa, the Haudenosaunee and the
Wendat peoples and is now home to many diverse First Nations, Inuit and Métis peoples. We also
acknowledge that Toronto is covered by Treaty 13 with the Mississaugas of the Credit. We offer that as
you watch this profound work from the warmth of your home that you also take a moment to consider
the Indigenous land you reside on, wherever that may be, and offer a sense of gratitude for the
Indigenous Peoples who stewarded this land and water long before we arrived. Many blessings.

COVID-19 STATEMENT

All aspects of Messiah/Complex were carried out in accordance with provincial and territorial
government COVID-19 guidelines in place at the time of each sound and video production.
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Manitoba

Andrea Lett

Moose Toque Productions

Alex White

Alex White

James Hiebert

Dave Swiecicki
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Coffeeshop Creative
Stephen Lilly
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Stephen Bell
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Julia Barber*
Kristin Crawford
Gillian Grant

llone Harrison
Annie Odom
Alison Roy*

Jan Szot

Susan Worthington
Virginia Wright
YuYang Wu

Tenor:
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Leela Gilday’s performance is generously supported by Debbie Delancey
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